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"It is our responsibility as lawmakers and educators to make 
this system work. But it is the responsibility of every citizen 
to participate in it. Every American will need to get more than 
a high school diploma. And dropping out of high school is no 
longer an option. It's not just quitting on yourself, it's quitting 
on your country - and this country needs and values the 
talents of every American. That is why we (Obama
Administration) will provide the support necessary for you to 
complete college and meet a new goal: by 2020, America will 
once again have the highest proportion of college graduates in 
the world."

- President Obama on Postsecondary Educational Attainment



Measures Considered

• SAT Scores
• Advanced Placement (AP) Courses Offered
• AP Scores
• Standardized Test Scores
• Early Assessment Program (EAP) Results
• Completion Rates of a-g curriculum 



What is the Commission’s Academic 
Preparation Measure?

• A numerical scale that provides a general 
indication of the overall success of public high 
schools in preparing students for college. The 
scale, which ranges from 0 to 300, correlates 
with one-year and two-year university 
persistence rates.



Weighted Performance Measure Equations

For all students
Student Preparation = .35 (Algebra I) + .36 (Geometry) + .22 (Integrated 

Math 2) + .34 (Algebra II) + .37 (World History) + .37 (Biology/Life 
Sciences) + .34 (Chemistry) + .29 (Earth Science) +.30 (Physics)

For male students
Student Preparation = .36 (Algebra I) + .36 (Geometry) + .26 (Integrated 

Math 2) + .34 (Algebra II) + .37 (World History) + .37 (Biology/Life 
Sciences) + .35 (Chemistry) + .30 (Earth Science) +.31 (Physics)

For female students
Student Preparation = .35 (Algebra I) + .36 (Geometry) + .24 (Integrated 

Math 2) + .33 (Algebra II) + .37 (World History) + .37 (Biology/Life 
Sciences) + .34 (Chemistry) + .30 (Earth Science) +.32 (Physics)



What is a Correlation?
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A Hypothetical Regression Plot of 
Exercise Hours and GPA



Correlation Matrices of Academic Proficiency 
Scores, Males



Correlation Matrices of Academic Proficiency 
Scores, Females



High School Preparation Rankings



Next Steps…

• Correlate composite scores by gender with 
one-year and two-year CSU and UC 
persistence rates

• Closely examine anomalies in the data
• Drop Integrated Math 2 from performance 

equation
• Explore how measure might be broken down 

by ethnicity
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